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Q1

Candidate Name

Thomas “T.J.” Shope

Q2

Legislative District

16

Q3

Legislative Chamber

Senate

Q4

Party Affiliation

Republican

Q5

Email Address

tj@tjshope.com

Q6

Campaign Website

Tjshope.com

Q7

Phone Number

5205606541
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Q8

Have you ever been involved in any animal protection
issues?

YES,

Yes, I have sponsored and supported legislation dealing

with animal cruelty issues as well as tuition reimbursement
for veterinary medicine that has been successful. In the

most recent budget, I led the charge to grow that
reimbursement level to $200K per student if they follow the

criteria.

Comments:

Q9

Do you have, or have you had in the past, any companion
animals that have had an impact on you?

YES,

We have our furry girl Cali who just turned 14 this year! My

wife had already been fostering dogs but we have
successfully fostered over 55 dogs to happy homes,

including many to the greater capitol community.

Comments:

Q10

Do you financially or philosophically support any local or
national animal protection organizations?

YES,

My wife Melissa and I have served as co-chairs for the

Arizona Pet Project’s Pet Hero Awards for the last three
years and look forward to the 2027 event as well. We also

support Barb’s Dog Rescue in Puerto Peñasco

If so, which ones?:

Q11

If elected, would you be interested in sponsoring or
working on legislation to protect animals?

Yes,

I’m always happy to work with this community on these

issues. It’s where my heart is.

Comments:

Q12

Have you identified animal protection issues that should be
addressed with legislation?

Yes,

I think we need to further tighten animal cruelty statutes so

our prosecutors can have the tools they need to keep
terrible people from habitually abusing animals.

Comments:

Q13

Would you support policy solutions to expand access to
companion animal spay and neuter services, including
assistance to establish animal shelters in communities
that lack them?

YES,

100%

Comments:
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Q14

Would you support a bill to ban testing on animals for
cosmetics in Arizona?

Yes,

Yes, I allowed the Kavanagh bill to be heard in my

committee and while it didn’t pass, I was and am
supportive.

Comments:

Q15

Would you support legislation to pause removals of Salt
River Wild Horses for three years while a genetic study is
performed to determine the appropriate herd size to ensure
the long-term viability of this historical state treasure?

Unknown. I would need to work with the department of

agriculture as well as all stakeholders/users of those
resources in the area to determine what the future should

look like for them. I don’t believe in the notion that there
shouldn’t be any management of them nor do I believe that

we should cull the majority of the herd. I hope we can find a
happy medium and commit to working with people to find

the answers. That’s a long “I don’t know” but I truly
approach it with an open mind.

Comments:

Q16

Would you support legislation requiring Animal Control
Officers to complete a defined set of training courses
focusing on the animal cruelty code and basic law
enforcement tasks?

Yes

Q17

Do you support Arizona’s public initiative process?

YES

Q18

If YES, what steps would you take to protect citizen initiatives?

I think at it’s most basic, we just have to work against any further chipping away of the initiative process.
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Q19

Would you support legislation to increase penalties for the
already unlawful sale of animals in public areas and
roadways in Maricopa and Pima counties, and extend the
ban to Pinal County?

YES

Q20

Do you support the recovery of endangered Mexican gray
wolves in Arizona to help maintain a healthy ecosystem?

NO

Q21

Do you oppose the current process that limits the voice of
a majority of Arizonans to participate in the Arizona Game
& Fish Commission appointment process?

NO,

I find our practice, after having been a part of it as Chair of

the Natural Resources Committee, to be a good process.

Comments:

Q22

Would you support adding dogfighting and cockfighting to
the RICO statute to enable law enforcement to crack down
on animal fighting rings by defeating the financial incentive
to commit the crime?

Yes

Q23

Would you support repealing the law that preempts cities
from banning the sale of dogs from puppy mills?

YES

Q24

Do you support legislation to prohibit non-therapeutic
declawing of cats?

NO,

My understanding is that the process is essentially phasing

out in a free-market way and I am comfortable with that.

Comments:
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Q25

Do you oppose removing farm animals and horses from
protection under Arizona’s animal cruelty law and placing
them under new, weaker laws in the agriculture code?

YES




