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Page 2: CAMPAIGN INFORMATION

Q1

Candidate Name

Lorena Austin

Q2

Legislative District

Legislative District 9

Q3

Legislative Chamber

Q4
Party Affiliation

Q5

Email Address

lorena@Ilorenaaustin.com

Q6
Campaign Website

lorenaaustin.com

Q7

Phone Number

314-719-6407

House

Democrat
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Page 3: BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Qs

Have you ever been involved in any animal protection
issues?

Q9

Do you have, or have you had in the past, any companion
animals that have had an impact on you?

Q10

Do you financially or philosophically support any local or
national animal protection organizations?

Q11

If elected, would you be interested in sponsoring or
working on legislation to protect animals?

Q12

Have you identified animal protection issues that should be
addressed with legislation?

YES,

Comments:

| have supported local shelters in the past, and had the
opportunity to support the Salt River Horses through
legislation this year.

YES,

Comments:

Yes. | have had several companion animals I've loved like
family, particularly my dogs. | have a tattoo on my arm of
my best girl, Charlie.

YES,

If so, which ones?:

I am a big supporter of "adopt, don't shop" and have
adopted all the companion animals I've ever had. | support
local shelters when | have the opportunity.

Yes

Yes,

Comments:

In addition to things like ending puppy mills, some of my
constituents recently brought concerns with a local pet store
to my attention that could be addressed with legislation.
Specifically, making sure that roosters and chickens have
sufficient space when caged, making sure that pet stores
have more rigorous cleaning and animal care requirements,
and clarifying to consumers the expected adult size of pets,
especially for potbelly and mini pigs.

Page 4: SPAY NEUTER TO REDUCE ANIMAL OVERPOPULATION

Q13

Would you support policy solutions to expand access to
companion animal spay and neuter services, including
assistance to establish animal shelters in communities
that lack them?

Page 5: COSMETIC ANIMAL TESTING

YES

2/5



2026 Arizona Legislative Candidate Questionnaire

Q14 Yes

Would you support a bill to ban testing on animals for
cosmetics in Arizona?

Page 6: SALT RIVER HORSES

Q15 YES,
Comments:

Would you support legislation to pause removals of Salt _ )
Yes. This year | supported SB1199, which would have

River Wild Horses for three years while a genetic study is 2 ) ]
performed to determine the appropriate herd size to ensure ~added additional protections for the Salt River herd.
the long-term viability of this historical state treasure?

Page 7: ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER TRAINING

Q16 Yes

Would you support legislation requiring Animal Control
Officers to complete a defined set of training courses
focusing on the animal cruelty code and basic law
enforcement tasks?

Page 8: CITIZEN INITIATIVE PROCESS AND ANIMAL PROTECTION

Q17 YES

Do you support Arizona’s public initiative process?

Q18

If YES, what steps would you take to protect citizen initiatives?

I am a strong supporter of the initiative process, and will continue to oppose all efforts to make it harder to get these initiatives on the
ballot. | voted against SCR1041 in 2024, for instance, which would have allowed lawsuits prior to getting an initiative on the ballot.

Page 9: ROADSIDE ANIMAL SALES

Q19 YES,
Comments:

Would you support legislation to increase penalties for the o ) _ _
| would support legislation to increase the fines associated

already unlawful sale of animals in public areas and . :
roadways in Maricopa and Pima counties, and extend the ~ With these kinds of unlawful sales.
ban to Pinal County?

Page 10: ENDANGERED MEXICAN WOLVES
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Q20

Do you support the recovery of endangered Mexican gray
wolves in Arizona to help maintain a healthy ecosystem?

Page 11: ARIZONA GAME & FISH COMMISSION

Q21

Do you oppose the current process that limits the voice of
a majority of Arizonans to participate in the Arizona Game
& Fish Commission appointment process?

Page 12: DOGFIGHTING AND COCKFIGHTING

Q22

Would you support adding dogfighting and cockfighting to
the RICO statute to enable law enforcement to crack down
on animal fighting rings by defeating the financial incentive
to commit the crime?

Page 13: PUPPY MILLS

Q23

Would you support repealing the law that preempts cities
from banning the sale of dogs from puppy mills?
Page 14: BAN ON CAT DECLAWING

Q24

Do you support legislation to prohibit non-therapeutic
declawing of cats?

Page 15: FARM ANIMALS

YES

YES

Yes,

Comments:

Yes. | did vote against this bill in 2024. The reasoning was
that these crimes are already enforced by a Class 5 felony,
and gambling itself, which is typically the mechanism for
financial gain associated with these cruel activities, is
already included under RICO. | believe that increasing
criminal penalties doesn't function as a deterrent and could
have unintended consequences of furthering mass
incarceration. | would consider supporting this legislation if
the charges were specifically connected with other criminal
activity.

YES

YES
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Q25 YES

Do you oppose removing farm animals and horses from
protection under Arizona’s animal cruelty law and placing
them under new, weaker laws in the agriculture code?
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