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Page 2: CAMPAIGN INFORMATION

Q1

Candidate Name

Lauren Kuby

Q2

Legislative District

8

Q3

Legislative Chamber

Q4
Party Affiliation

Q5

Email Address

Lauren@KubyForSenate.com

Q6
Campaign Website

https://mww.kubyforsenate.com

Q7

Phone Number

602-790-2156

Senate

Democrat
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Page 3: BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Q8 YES,

Comments:

Throughout my 12 years of public service, | have supported
policies that strengthen animal welfare protections and
promote the humane treatment of animals. While serving on
the Tempe City Council and later as Vice Mayor, | worked to
combat the sale of commercially bred puppies from puppy
mills and supported efforts to encourage responsible pet
adoption practices. | believed then—as | do now—that local
governments have an important role to play in preventing
animal cruelty and reducing the demand for inhumane
breeding operations. In 2016, when | was a councilmember
in Tempe, | authored “June’s Law,” which prohibited the
commercial sale of pets in Tempe. A constituent, Nicole
Galvan, brought me this issue, and | was receptive, as |
was a board member of HSUS in Arizona at the time. The
Legislature ultimately preempted our ordinance, and | have
continued to advocate for reform of the statewide law, which
offered limited protections for animals and consumers. In
2022, as Vice Mayor of Tempe, | worked with the City of
New York, which served as our mentor, to create the City of
Tempe’s first Office of Animal Welfare. This established a
formal structure within local government to address animal
protection issues, support community education, and
strengthen partnerships focused on animal welfare and
responsible care. A major focus was a Community Cat
program, wherein we implemented Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR)
for over 2,000 cats, created a cat colony database, and
offered free TNR services for residents. In the Legislature, |
have continued to support policies aimed at protecting
animals and promoting responsible stewardship. In 2025, |
co-sponsored Senator Shawnna Bolick’s SB 1658, landmark
legislation that strengthened Arizona’s animal cruelty laws
by clarifying standards for adequate shelter, care, and
necessary medical attention for domestic animals. This
work reflects my commitment to bipartisan, practical
approaches that improve protections for animals while
supporting responsible pet owners and rescue
organizations.

Have you ever been involved in any animal protection
issues?
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Q9

Do you have, or have you had in the past, any companion
animals that have had an impact on you?

Q10

Do you financially or philosophically support any local or
national animal protection organizations?

Q11

If elected, would you be interested in sponsoring or
working on legislation to protect animals?

YES,

Comments:

Oh, yes! | currently have a rescue dog named Ginny, who
healed my heart back in 2019 after my Boston Terrier, Sadie
—who was a survivor of the backyard breeding trade—died
from mammary cancer that had been undetected when we
adopted her. Aside from those two dogs, | was besotted
with two Bull Terriers that had my heart—one from my
college days and one that | adopted when my kids were
tweens. Roscoe was a character and deeply beloved.
Rupert was larger than life and was cast in the Live Action
Toy Story Project, a labor of love filmed frame-by-frame by
students from Northern Arizona University. Dogs are one of
life’s most joyful aspects, and losing pets has been a
continual heartbreak for me.

YES,

If so, which ones?:

| was a past member of HSUS, AZ Chapter when | was on
the Tempe City Council I've worked with and supported
Saving One Life, Altered Tails. the Arizona Animal Welfare
League, Lost our Home Foundation, and the Arizona
Humane Society , with whom | worked closely on our 2025 -
- SB 1658 (I was the Democratic co-sponsor in the Senate,
whipping votes for its eventual passage).

Yes,

Comments:

Yes, it is frustrating that Republicans generally refuse to
hear Democratic bills, but next year will be different (I am
bullish that we will take both the Arizona house, senate, and
the Governorship -- a trifecta for change). See details below.
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Q12

Have you identified animal protection issues that should be

addressed with legislation?

Yes,

Comments:

Yes. First and foremost, | want to repeal or fundamentally
reform Senate Bill 1248, signed into law by Governor Doug
Ducey in 2016, which overrode local ordinances in Arizona
cities, including my ordinance in Tempe that restricted pet
stores from selling commercially bred dogs and cats. « Salt
River Wild Horses: Protecting the Salt River wild horses
through legislation that preserves genetic diversity within
the herd.  Cat declawing: Prohibiting non-therapeutic
declawing of cats, while allowing the procedure when
medically necessary. ¢ Pets in housing: Supporting pet-
inclusive housing policies that prohibit breed- and weight-
based restrictions and reduce unfair financial barriers that
separate families from their pets.

Page 4: SPAY NEUTER TO REDUCE ANIMAL OVERPOPULATION

Q13

Would you support policy solutions to expand access to

companion animal spay and neuter services, including
assistance to establish animal shelters in communities
that lack them?

Page 5: COSMETIC ANIMAL TESTING

Q14

Would you support a bill to ban testing on animals for
cosmetics in Arizona?

Page 6: SALT RIVER HORSES

YES,

Comments:

| support expanding access to affordable companion animal
spay and neuter services, including assistance to establish
animal shelters in communities that currently lack them.
Preventive services such as spay and neuter programs help
reduce pet overpopulation, improve animal welfare, and
lessen the burden on shelters and rescue organizations. |
also support partnerships with local governments,
nonprofits, and animal welfare organizations to increase
access to these essential services, particularly in
underserved communities. This approach aligns with my
longstanding commitment to responsible pet ownership,
community-based animal welfare programs, and practical,
humane solutions that protect both animals and the people
who care for them.

Yes,

Comments:

And | did support this proposed legislation at every
opportunity. | support banning animal testing for cosmetics
and the sale of newly animal-tested cosmetics in Arizona,
while promoting safe, effective, and humane non-animal
testing alternatives.
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Q15 YES,
Comments:

Would you support legislation to pause removals of Salt _ _ )
Yes, and | was the leader in the Senate working on this

River Wild Horses for three years while a genetic study is

performed to determine the appropriate herd size to ensure legislation (with Cody Reim in the House taking the

the long-term viability of this historical state treasure? Legislative lead). | spoke countless times with Simone and
met with the Governor's Office to help advance this

legislation and will do the same in 2027.

Page 7: ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER TRAINING

Q16 Yes

Would you support legislation requiring Animal Control
Officers to complete a defined set of training courses
focusing on the animal cruelty code and basic law
enforcement tasks?

Page 8: CITIZEN INITIATIVE PROCESS AND ANIMAL PROTECTION

Q17 YES

Do you support Arizona’s public initiative process?

Q18

If YES, what steps would you take to protect citizen initiatives?

We have seen the initiative process weakened bit by bit and made more expensive. | will help lead efforts to shore up the process and
make it more convenient for voters to sign petitions (they should be able to sign online, as they can candidates).

Page 9: ROADSIDE ANIMAL SALES

Q19 YES

Would you support legislation to increase penalties for the
already unlawful sale of animals in public areas and
roadways in Maricopa and Pima counties, and extend the
ban to Pinal County?

Page 10: ENDANGERED MEXICAN WOLVES
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Q20

Do you support the recovery of endangered Mexican gray
wolves in Arizona to help maintain a healthy ecosystem?

Page 11: ARIZONA GAME & FISH COMMISSION

Q21

Do you oppose the current process that limits the voice of
a majority of Arizonans to participate in the Arizona Game
& Fish Commission appointment process?

Page 12: DOGFIGHTING AND COCKFIGHTING

Q22
Would you support adding dogfighting and cockfighting to

the RICO statute to enable law enforcement to crack down

on animal fighting rings by defeating the financial incentive
to commit the crime?
Page 13: PUPPY MILLS

Q23

Would you support repealing the law that preempts cities
from banning the sale of dogs from puppy mills?

Page 14: BAN ON CAT DECLAWING

YES,

Comments:

While recovery of Mexican gray wolves has been slow, the
species has shown a measurable population increase and
remains heavily reliant on human intervention through the
Endangered Species Act. This bill would undermine
carefully managed conservation efforts, potentially
increasing poaching, habitat conflict, and genetic bottleneck
risks. Decisions about wolf management must be guided by
science, not by political pressure or private interests, to
ensure that these rare wolves continue to expand their
range safely and sustainably. Supporting the existing
recovery framework is essential to preserve this iconic
species for future generations.

YES

Yes

YES,

Comments:

In divided government, | introduced legislation to reform
Ducey's poorly written bill to allow for a city to enforce and
shut down pet stores that violate this very weak law. In a
Democratic majority, | will lead the charge to repeal the
preemption, which was aimed to overturn "June's Law,"
which | wrote and passed while | was on the Tempe City
Council
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Q24 YES

Do you support legislation to prohibit non-therapeutic
declawing of cats?

Page 15: FARM ANIMALS

Q25 YES

Do you oppose removing farm animals and horses from
protection under Arizona’s animal cruelty law and placing
them under new, weaker laws in the agriculture code?
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