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Q1

Candidate Name

Kristie for Arizona

Q2

Legislative District

Legislative District 13

Q3

Legislative Chamber

Senate

Q4

Party Affiliation

Democrat

Q5

Email Address

kristie@kristieforarizona.com

Q6

Campaign Website

https://www.kristieforaz.com/

Q7

Phone Number
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Q8

Have you ever been involved in any animal protection
issues?

YES,

As an intern in the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment

and Public Works, I voiced my opposition to federal “takings
permits” issued to oil corporations permitting them to kill

endangered species such as polar bears around pipelines. I
also urged maintaining protection regulations in the Arctic

National Wildlife Refuge Area (AnWR). When I was living
abroad in Australia, I visited wildlife conservation areas and

supported measures to protect native species.
I regularly
incorporate animals in my current campaign highlighting the

cats, dogs, and even horses I meet while canvassing. I call
them my Chandler Cats/Gilbert Gatos and Chandler

Canines/Gilbert Dogs posts. I ask the owners I meet,
regardless of political party, about their pets and ask

permission to take and share their pets photos. It is a
wonderful way to connect with voters and it lowers the

stress of discussing politics. It unifies regardless of political
views.

Comments:
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Q9

Do you have, or have you had in the past, any companion
animals that have had an impact on you?

YES,

Yes. I grew up in a family of animal lovers. I had pet hermit

crabs, fish, birds, cats, dogs, rabbits, lambs and family
members with horses. Each animal gave me emotional

bonds that expanded my empathy, taught me responsibility,
brought immense joy to my life, and of course grief when

they passed. Now as a single mom to twin boys, two dogs
and a cat (two of which are rescues), I know how critical

animal welfare is at a time of financial crisis in our state and
nation. I recently took in our cat, Bentley, who adopted us.

He was so skinny and needed vet care. He was likely
dumped at a nearby park or abandoned when someone

moved. My dog, Bubba (80 lb+ Shar Pei mix), I adopted
from someone who could not afford the eye surgery he

desperately needed. He was going to be put down the next
day. I healed his eye ulcers with around the clock care to

get his eyes stable enough for surgery, got him the eyelid
surgery (atropian), put him on the medication he needed

(thyroid), saved his eyesight and eyes, and have had the
most faithful companion for the past two years. Rounding

out the crew is Hula, a runt boxer who is 12. She is the
sweetest. My boxer Mai Tai who died from Valley Fever was

so well trained she was a canine good citizen and almost
became a therapy dog. She taught me the importance of

pets to human emotional regulation and wellbeing. King was
a horse that belonged to a friend of mine in high school. He

lived at the high school's FFA land lab. He used to terrorize
other girls (pull ponytails, headbutt them) but when he saw

me, he would run up and love on me. He was at risk of
being sold to a glue factory. I could not afford to save him

but a friend of mine did. He taught me the most amazing
sensory perception and intelligence of horses. Finally, there

was a cockatiel my family had for 27 years. Before I went to
college, I had to record my whistling for him because no one

else in the family could whistle. I taught him how to speak.
He died when my children were two and he loved four

generations of family members.

Comments:
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Q10

Do you financially or philosophically support any local or
national animal protection organizations?

YES,

My family and I have donated to organizations who work for

the protection and welfare of animals since I was a child,
including but not limited to the World Wildlife Fund, People

for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, and The Humane
Society. I stopped eating red meat at the age of 15. I have

been a proponent of humane agribusiness, including
organic, free range, cage free poultry and other animals. I

have personally rescued and fostered animals. I support no-
kill animal shelters statewide and nationally. I support

Maricopa County Sheriff’s MASH unit’s efforts to rescue
abused and neglected animals and prosecute offenders. I

support legislation that protects endangered species.

If so, which ones?:

Q11

If elected, would you be interested in sponsoring or
working on legislation to protect animals?

Yes,

I am happy to sponsor legislation making all Arizona animal

shelters no-kill shelters and supporting adoptions across the
state.
I am happy to sponsor safety regulations at dog

boarding/grooming facilities.
I am happy to sponsor
legislation funding a seasonal PSA campaign on the

dangers of Arizona’s excessive heat on pets left in
vehicles, walking on pavement or hot asphalt. We have a lot

of people that move to Arizona and don’t realize the
temperatures burn the pets paws. I am also happy to

sponsor legislation promoting a Valley Fever PSA initiative
to promote bringing pets indoors during haboobs and

monsoons to lower the chances of breathing in the spores.
As someone who lost a dog to the dreadful disease and

contracted it myself, I know how dangerous and
multifaceted Valley Fever can be in animals (I know the

vaccine is coming soon).
I am also a proponent of pet
therapy in hospitals, courtrooms, and when disasters strike.

I am happy to explore any legislation that can help.
I am
happy to sponsor legislation to protect Arizona’s wildlife,

especially Mexican Grey wolves, wild horses and wild burro
populations that have recently been targeted in Arizona. I

would look to Humane World for Animals for guidance on
other bills I could sponsor and support.

Comments:

Q12

Have you identified animal protection issues that should be
addressed with legislation?

Yes
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Q13

Would you support policy solutions to expand access to
companion animal spay and neuter services, including
assistance to establish animal shelters in communities
that lack them?

YES

Q14

Would you support a bill to ban testing on animals for
cosmetics in Arizona?

Yes

Q15

Would you support legislation to pause removals of Salt
River Wild Horses for three years while a genetic study is
performed to determine the appropriate herd size to ensure
the long-term viability of this historical state treasure?

YES

Q16

Would you support legislation requiring Animal Control
Officers to complete a defined set of training courses
focusing on the animal cruelty code and basic law
enforcement tasks?

Yes

Q17

Do you support Arizona’s public initiative process?

YES

Q18

If YES, what steps would you take to protect citizen
initiatives?

Respondent skipped this question
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Q19

Would you support legislation to increase penalties for the
already unlawful sale of animals in public areas and
roadways in Maricopa and Pima counties, and extend the
ban to Pinal County?

YES

Q20

Do you support the recovery of endangered Mexican gray
wolves in Arizona to help maintain a healthy ecosystem?

YES

Q21

Do you oppose the current process that limits the voice of
a majority of Arizonans to participate in the Arizona Game
& Fish Commission appointment process?

YES

Q22

Would you support adding dogfighting and cockfighting to
the RICO statute to enable law enforcement to crack down
on animal fighting rings by defeating the financial incentive
to commit the crime?

Yes

Q23

Would you support repealing the law that preempts cities
from banning the sale of dogs from puppy mills?

YES

Q24

Do you support legislation to prohibit non-therapeutic
declawing of cats?

YES

Page 10: ENDANGERED MEXICAN WOLVES
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Q25

Do you oppose removing farm animals and horses from
protection under Arizona’s animal cruelty law and placing
them under new, weaker laws in the agriculture code?

YES


