
Katie Hobbs’ Record on Protecting Animals and Citizen Initiatives 

2026: Governor 

SB1280 & HB2787 - Mexican Gray Wolf Protection: Gov. Hobbs vetoed measures that would have prohibited the 
transport of Mexican gray wolf pups and state cooperation with the Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Program. 

HB4115 & HB2873 - Citizen Initiative & Referendum Rights: Gov. Hobbs vetoed measures that would have restricted 
local citizen initiatives and allowed referendums to be withdrawn without the consent of the voters who signed them. 

2025: Governor 

$500,000 Spay & Neuter Funding: Gov. Hobbs signed a $500,000 budget allocation secured by Senator John Kavanagh 
to fund critical spay and neuter surgeries statewide. 

SB1658 - Jerry’s Law: Gov. Hobbs signed legislation expanding Arizona’s animal cruelty law to address failure to provide 
necessary medical attention and adequate shelter for domestic animals. 

SB1033 - Seized Animal Care: Gov. Hobbs signed legislation increasing the required bond from $25 to $500 per animal 
seized for abuse, helping cover the cost of care while cruelty cases proceed. 

SB1198 - Protection of Service & Law Enforcement Animals: Gov. Hobbs signed legislation increasing criminal 
penalties and financial liability for cruelty offenses against service and law enforcement animals. 

SB1721 - Farm Animal Protection: Gov. Hobbs vetoed legislation that would have prohibited the Arizona Department of 
Agriculture from adopting minimum housing size standards for egg-laying hens. 

2024: Governor 

SB1260 - Dog Racing: Gov. Hobbs signed legislation prohibiting pari-mutuel wagering on simulcast dog racing 
statewide, building on Arizona’s 2016 ban on live greyhound racing. 

HB2124 – Protecting Residents from Mega-Agricultural Operation: Gov. Hobbs vetoed legislation that would have 
prohibited the Arizona attorney general from acting against industrial agricultural animal operations. This allowed AG 
Kris Mayes to obtain an $11 million settlement against a mega-dairy that was using large amounts of residents’ water. 

HB2241 - Bestiality: Gov. Hobbs signed legislation making the knowing possession, purchase, sale, or electronic 
transmission of visual depictions of bestiality a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

2023: Governor 

SB1133 - $500,000 Spay & Neuter Funding: Gov. Hobbs signed a $500,000 budget allocation secured by Sen. Kavanagh 
to fund spay and neuter surgeries statewide. 

SB1251 - Local Animal Protection: Gov. Hobbs vetoed legislation that would have prevented local governments’ ability 
to address inhumane treatment of animals involving “working animals” used in animal enterprises. 

SB1067 - Animal Shelters: Gov. Hobbs signed legislation creating a statewide study committee to address animal-
control shelter concerns. 

SB1043 - Veterinary Telemedicine: Gov. Hobbs signed legislation allowing veterinarians to use telemedicine, 
particularly benefiting rural communities. 



SB1068 - Police Dog Emergency Care: Gov. Hobbs signed legislation requiring ambulance services to authorize 
properly trained EMCTs to provide emergency treatment to police dogs and transport them to emergency veterinary 
clinics. 

2018: Senator 

Sen. Hobbs earned a 100% voting record on protecting animals and citizen initiatives. 

SB1440 - Citizen Initiative Protection: Sen. Hobbs was a prime sponsor of legislation which would have repealed the 
2017 law replacing Arizona’s “substantial compliance” standard for citizen initiatives with a strict-compliance standard, 
which can invalidate otherwise valid signatures over minor technical errors. 

2017: Senator 

Sen. Hobbs earned a 100% voting record on protecting animals and citizen initiatives. 

2016: Senator 

Sen. Hobbs earned a 100% voting record on protecting animals and citizen initiatives. 

SB1227 - Animal Cruelty: Sen. Hobbs was a prime sponsor of Sen. Kavanagh’s legislation that would have strengthened 
penalties for repeat animal abusers, defined adequate food, water and shelter, and increased the required bond in 
animal seizure cases. The bill failed, but portions were enacted in subsequent legislation. 

2015: Senator 

Sen. Hobbs earned a 100% voting record on protecting animals and citizen initiatives. 

2014: Senator 

Sen. Hobbs earned a 100% voting record on protecting animals and citizen initiatives. 

2013: Senator 

Sen. Hobbs earned a 100% voting record on protecting animals and citizen initiatives. 

SB1240 - Roadside Animal Sales: Sen. Hobbs was a prime sponsor of legislation that would have expanded Arizona’s 
prohibition on roadside animal sales statewide. 

2012: Representative 

Sen. Hobbs earned a 100% voting record on protecting animals and citizen initiatives. 

HB2462 — Animal Seizure: Rep. Hobbs was a prime sponsor of legislation allowing law enforcement to enter a property 
and seize an animal when there was probable cause to believe the animal was suffering from cruelty or abandonment. 
The bill passed the Legislature. 

2011: Representative 

Sen. Hobbs earned a 100% voting record on protecting animals and citizen initiatives. 


