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Q1

Candidate Name

Jacob Martinez

Q2

Legislative District

Legislative District 9

Q3

Legislative Chamber

House

Q4

Party Affiliation

Democrat

Q5

Email Address

jacob@martinezforaz.com

Q6

Campaign Website

martinezforaz.com
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Q7

Phone Number

602-733-7072

Q8

Have you ever been involved in any animal protection
issues?

YES,

Yes. In my work on the Mesa Housing & Community
Development Board, we worked on providing funding for

local Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) programs.

Comments:

Q9

Do you have, or have you had in the past, any companion
animals that have had an impact on you?

YES,

Yes. I had a cat named Bucky from second grade through

high school. Bucky helped get me through a lot.

Comments:

Q10

Do you financially or philosophically support any local or
national animal protection organizations?

YES,

I have donated to and support the work of local

organizations like AAWL and Arizona Humane Society that
provide Animal rescue, TNR, and rehoming for pets in need.

If so, which ones?:

Q11

If elected, would you be interested in sponsoring or
working on legislation to protect animals?

Yes

Q12

Have you identified animal protection issues that should be
addressed with legislation?

Yes,

One of my primary issues is water, and there is a significant
overlap between animal welfare and water policy. Arizona's

rivers and streams support an incredible amount of
biodiversity and benefit entire communities, including from

recreational tourism. These waterways and the animals that
rely on them should be protected. I support efforts to

mitigate groundwater pumping as well as surface diversions,
and support efforts to restore the Colorado river and protect

its wildlife.

Comments:
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Q13

Would you support policy solutions to expand access to
companion animal spay and neuter services, including
assistance to establish animal shelters in communities
that lack them?

YES,

Spaying and neutering companion animals is an important

part of caring for them and for maintaining a healthy
population of companion animals and local songbirds.

Financial assistance should be available for families who
cannot afford these services, and families in need should

have more accessible options to rehome their companions if
needed.

Comments:

Q14

Would you support a bill to ban testing on animals for
cosmetics in Arizona?

Yes

Q15

Would you support legislation to pause removals of Salt
River Wild Horses for three years while a genetic study is
performed to determine the appropriate herd size to ensure
the long-term viability of this historical state treasure?

YES

Q16

Would you support legislation requiring Animal Control
Officers to complete a defined set of training courses
focusing on the animal cruelty code and basic law
enforcement tasks?

Yes

Q17

Do you support Arizona’s public initiative process?

YES
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Q18

If YES, what steps would you take to protect citizen initiatives?

I would support legislation to repeal HB2244 from 2017, which established strict scrutiny requirements for ballot initiatives. Since the 

requirements for candidate signatures to get on the ballot are not as strict, but the legislature directly and frequently places ballot 
referrals on the ballot, it does not make sense that there is a high barrier to entry for initiatives than for candidates and future 

legislators.

Q19

Would you support legislation to increase penalties for the
already unlawful sale of animals in public areas and
roadways in Maricopa and Pima counties, and extend the
ban to Pinal County?

YES,

Yes. I would support increasing fines above the current $50

threshold and expanding the ban, but I would not support
criminalization, as criminal charges for an individual often

have severe and lifelong impacts to families, including any
companion animals.

Comments:

Q20

Do you support the recovery of endangered Mexican gray
wolves in Arizona to help maintain a healthy ecosystem?

YES

Q21

Do you oppose the current process that limits the voice of
a majority of Arizonans to participate in the Arizona Game
& Fish Commission appointment process?

YES

Q22

Would you support adding dogfighting and cockfighting to
the RICO statute to enable law enforcement to crack down
on animal fighting rings by defeating the financial incentive
to commit the crime?

Yes,

I have had the opportunity to work on cases with the office
of the Attorney General related to RICO charges, and my

caveat would be that these charges should be clearly
connected to other criminal activity and financial gain, due

to the severity of such charges.

Comments:
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Q23

Would you support repealing the law that preempts cities
from banning the sale of dogs from puppy mills?

YES,

In addition to opposing puppy mills in general, I believe that

empowering local government is important, and would
strongly support legislation to repeal this preemption.

Comments:

Q24

Do you support legislation to prohibit non-therapeutic
declawing of cats?

YES

Q25

Do you oppose removing farm animals and horses from
protection under Arizona’s animal cruelty law and placing
them under new, weaker laws in the agriculture code?

YES
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