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Page 2: CAMPAIGN INFORMATION

Q1

Candidate Name

Emilia Cortez

Q2

Legislative District

23

Q3

Legislative Chamber

Q4
Party Affiliation

Q5

Email Address

emilia.cortezn@gmail.com

Q6
Campaign Website

https://mww.emiliaforazld23.com/

Q7

Phone Number

928-356-6009

House

Democrat
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Page 3: BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Qs

Have you ever been involved in any animal protection
issues?

Q9

Do you have, or have you had in the past, any companion
animals that have had an impact on you?

Q10

Do you financially or philosophically support any local or
national animal protection organizations?

Q11

If elected, would you be interested in sponsoring or
working on legislation to protect animals?

Q12

Have you identified animal protection issues that should be
addressed with legislation?

YES,
Comments:
Support and volunteer for local Humane Society

YES,

Comments:

Yes, being farmer daughter we value our animals to provide
for land but also companion.

YES,
If so, which ones?:
Yuma Humane Society

Yes

Yes,

Comments:

Recently in District 23 is harsh climate and some animals
get cruel treatment and left in sun plus chained down.

Page 4: SPAY NEUTER TO REDUCE ANIMAL OVERPOPULATION

Q13

Would you support policy solutions to expand access to
companion animal spay and neuter services, including
assistance to establish animal shelters in communities
that lack them?

Page 5: COSMETIC ANIMAL TESTING

Q14

Would you support a hill to ban testing on animals for
cosmetics in Arizona?

Page 6: SALT RIVER HORSES

YES,

Comments:

Add we need to regulate the low cost of spay or neutering
services to folks so it doesn't continue to happen.

Yes
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Q15

Would you support legislation to pause removals of Salt
River Wild Horses for three years while a genetic study is
performed to determine the appropriate herd size to ensure

the long-term viability of this historical state treasure?

Page 7: ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER TRAINING

Q16

Would you support legislation requiring Animal Control
Officers to complete a defined set of training courses
focusing on the animal cruelty code and basic law
enforcement tasks?

YES,

Comments:

The Salt River Wild Horses are an important part of
Arizona's history, culture, tourism economy, and natural
landscape. The available information indicates that fertility
control and responsible herd management have already
reduced the population significantly while limiting new births.
Before implementing an additional reduction of more than 50
percent, Arizona should ensure that decisions are guided by
independent scientific research and sound data. | support a
temporary three year pause on further removals while a
comprehensive genetic study is conducted to determine the
herd size necessary to maintain long term genetic health
and sustainability. This approach allows policymakers,
wildlife experts, tribal communities, local stakeholders, and
the public to make informed decisions based on science
rather than uncertainty. Protecting Arizona's natural heritage
and ensuring responsible stewardship of our public lands
should go hand in hand. A temporary pause for additional
study is a reasonable and balanced step that helps preserve
this historic herd for future generations while ensuring
management decisions remain evidence based.

Yes,

Comments:

Animal Control Officers play an important role in protecting
both animals and the public. When they investigate cases
involving animal cruelty, neglect, or hoarding, they should
have the knowledge and training necessary to carry out their
duties professionally, legally, and safely. | support requiring
Animal Control Officers with enforcement authority to
complete standardized training in Arizona's animal cruelty
laws, criminal law, search and seizure, evidence collection,
arrest procedures, and liability. Proper training helps protect
constitutional rights, improves the quality of investigations,
reduces legal liability for agencies, and increases public
confidence in enforcement actions. This training should be
practical, consistent across the state, and designed to
ensure Animal Control Officers have the tools they need to
enforce the law fairly while protecting both animals and the
communities they serve.

Page 8: CITIZEN INITIATIVE PROCESS AND ANIMAL PROTECTION
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Q17 YES

Do you support Arizona’s public initiative process?

Q18

If YES, what steps would you take to protect citizen initiatives?

Arizona's public initiative process is a fundamental part of our state's Constitution and gives citizens a direct voice in government. It
serves as an important check when the Legislature is unable or unwilling to address issues that matter to the public.

| support protecting the integrity of the initiative process while ensuring transparency, accountability, and compliance with Arizona law.
Arizonans should continue to have the right to propose and vote on ballot measures, and that process should remain accessible to
grassroots organizations and voters, not just well funded interests.

Whether the issue is public safety, education, water, animal welfare, or other matters of statewide concern, | believe voters should
continue to have a meaningful opportunity to participate directly in shaping Arizona's future.

Page 9: ROADSIDE ANIMAL SALES

Q19 YES,
Comments:

Would you support legislation to increase penalties for the _ _ -
| support strengthening Arizona's existing laws to

already unlawful sale of animals in public areas and . . : .
roadways in Maricopa and Pima counties, and extend the discourage the unlawful sale of animals in public areas and
ban to Pinal County? extending those protections to communities experiencing

the same challenges. Roadside animal sales often lack
basic health standards, accountability, and consumer
protections, which can contribute to irresponsible breeding,
animal neglect, public health concerns, and increased
burdens on local shelters. Legislation should focus on
stronger enforcement of existing laws, meaningful penalties
for repeat violations, and protecting both animals and
consumers. At the same time, | support preserving
exemptions for legitimate animal shelters, rescue
organizations, agricultural producers, youth livestock
programs, and lawful community events. Arizona should
promote responsible, humane, and transparent animal sales
while protecting public health and reducing unnecessary
strain on local governments and animal welfare
organizations.

Page 10: ENDANGERED MEXICAN WOLVES
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Q20

Do you support the recovery of endangered Mexican gray
wolves in Arizona to help maintain a healthy ecosystem?

Page 11: ARIZONA GAME & FISH COMMISSION

Q21

Do you oppose the current process that limits the voice of
a majority of Arizonans to participate in the Arizona Game

& Fish Commission appointment process?

Page 12: DOGFIGHTING AND COCKFIGHTING

YES,

Comments:

| support the science based recovery of the endangered
Mexican gray wolf as part of Arizona's commitment to
protecting native wildlife and maintaining healthy
ecosystems. The recovery of endangered species should
be guided by the best available scientific research, while
also recognizing the concerns of ranchers, rural
communities, and Tribal nations that are directly affected.
Successful wildlife management requires collaboration
among state, federal, Tribal, agricultural, and conservation
partners. When conflicts arise, we should invest in practical
solutions such as livestock protection measures, fair
compensation programs, and ongoing monitoring that
reduce impacts on producers while allowing recovery efforts
to continue. Protecting Arizona's natural heritage and
supporting healthy ecosystems can go hand in hand with
maintaining a strong agricultural economy. | believe
responsible wildlife management should be based on
science, collaboration, and long term stewardship rather
than politics.

YES,

Comments:

| believe the Arizona Game and Fish Commission should
reflect the diverse interests and expertise of the people it
serves. Wildlife management decisions should be guided by
sound science, transparency, and balanced representation
that includes conservationists, Tribal nations, outdoor
recreation interests, agricultural producers, wildlife
biologists, sportsmen, and the public. | support a fair
appointment process that gives governors the flexibility to
appoint qualified individuals with a broad range of
backgrounds and expertise, rather than limiting candidates
through a process that may not reflect the diversity of
Arizona's communities and wildlife interests. Arizona's
wildlife belongs to all Arizonans. The Commission should be
structured to promote public trust, scientific integrity, and
responsible stewardship of our state's natural resources.

5/7



2026 Arizona Legislative Candidate Questionnaire

Q22

Would you support adding dogfighting and cockfighting to
the RICO statute to enable law enforcement to crack down
on animal fighting rings by defeating the financial incentive
to commit the crime?

Page 13: PUPPY MILLS

Q23

Would you support repealing the law that preempts cities
from banning the sale of dogs from puppy mills?

Page 14: BAN ON CAT DECLAWING

Yes,

Comments:

Dogfighting and cockfighting are illegal, inhumane activities
that have no place in Arizona. These operations are often
connected to organized crime, illegal gambling, narcotics
trafficking, weapons offenses, and other criminal enterprises
that threaten public safety and community well being. |
support adding dogfighting and cockfighting to Arizona's
RICO statute when these crimes are committed for financial
gain. Providing law enforcement and prosecutors with
stronger tools to investigate and dismantle organized animal
fighting rings helps target the criminal organizations that
profit from these illegal activities, not just the individual
participants. Protecting animals, safeguarding public health,
and disrupting organized criminal activity are goals that can
and should work together. Arizona should continue to
enforce strong penalties against those who exploit animals
for profit while ensuring due process and fair application of
the law.

YES,

Comments:

| support repealing the state law that prevents Arizona cities
and towns from adopting their own policies regarding the
retail sale of dogs sourced from puppy mills. Local
communities should have the ability to address animal
welfare and consumer protection issues based on the needs
and values of their residents. | also support responsible,
ethical dog breeding and believe reputable breeders who
meet high standards of animal care should not be confused
with large scale commercial operations that fail to provide
humane conditions. Consumers deserve transparency about
where pets come from, confidence that animals have been
treated humanely, and protection from purchasing sick or
poorly cared for animals. Arizona should encourage
responsible breeding practices, support animal shelters and
rescue organizations, and give local governments the
flexibility to protect both animals and consumers.
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Q24

Do you support legislation to prohibit non-therapeutic
declawing of cats?

Page 15: FARM ANIMALS

Q25

Do you oppose removing farm animals and horses from
protection under Arizona’s animal cruelty law and placing

them under new, weaker laws in the agriculture code?

YES,

Comments:

| support legislation to prohibit nontherapeutic declawing of
cats while preserving the ability of licensed veterinarians to
perform the procedure when it is medically necessary for
the health or welfare of the animal. Declawing is a
significant surgical procedure, and the available scientific
evidence indicates it can lead to long term pain, mobility
issues, and behavioral problems when performed solely for
convenience. Pet owners should be encouraged to use
humane alternatives such as regular nail trimming,
scratching posts, behavioral training, and protective nail
caps. | believe Arizona should promote responsible pet
ownership, support veterinary best practices, and ensure
that animal welfare policies are guided by sound science
and the expertise of veterinary professionals.

YES,

Comments:

| oppose efforts to weaken Arizona's animal cruelty laws by
removing farm animals and horses from their protections.
Humane treatment of animals and a strong agricultural
industry are not mutually exclusive. Arizona's farmers and
ranchers play a vital role in our economy, and the vast
majority care for their animals responsibly. | believe animal
cruelty laws should provide meaningful protections for all
animals while recognizing accepted veterinary practices,
responsible animal husbandry, and legitimate agricultural
operations. We can support Arizona agriculture and ensure
that clear standards exist to prevent neglect and intentional
cruelty. Public policy should be guided by science, fairness,
and accountability. Protecting animal welfare while
supporting responsible farmers and ranchers strengthens
public trust and reflects Arizona's values.
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