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Q1

Candidate Name

Daniel Toporek
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Legislative District

2

Q3

Legislative Chamber

Senate

Q4

Party Affiliation

Democrat

Q5

Email Address

danforaz@gmail.com
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Campaign Website

https://danforaz.org/
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Phone Number
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Q8

Have you ever been involved in any animal protection
issues?

YES,

Yes, mostly in a personal way. I have adopted and loved

several cats over the years, and I once rescued a badly
injured cat and paid for its medical care. That experience

stuck with me. Animals depend on people to step in when
they are hurt, neglected, or mistreated.

Comments:

Q9

Do you have, or have you had in the past, any companion
animals that have had an impact on you?

YES,

Yes. I have had animals as part of my family throughout my
life, especially cats. Anyone who has had that bond

understands that they are not just pets. They become part
of your daily life, your family, and your home. I have been

lucky to have had many of those relationships, and they
have made me more aware of how much animals depend on

us for care, protection, and kindness.

Comments:

Q10

Do you financially or philosophically support any local or
national animal protection organizations?

YES,

Yes. I have contributed to the Arizona Humane Society and

the National Wildlife Federation. I also philosophically
support organizations that work to make sure animals are

treated humanely and protected from cruelty, neglect, and
abuse. I believe that how we treat animals says something

important about who we are as a community.

If so, which ones?:

Q11

If elected, would you be interested in sponsoring or
working on legislation to protect animals?

Yes,

Yes. I would be interested in sponsoring, co-sponsoring, and

supporting legislation that protects animals and ensures
they are treated humanely. I would also want to work with

animal protection advocates, shelters, veterinarians, law
enforcement, and local communities to make sure the

legislation is practical and enforceable.

Comments:
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Q12

Have you identified animal protection issues that should be
addressed with legislation?

Yes,

I think there are several areas where Arizona can do better.

I would support stronger and clearer animal cruelty laws,
including making sure law enforcement and animal control

officers can act when animals are in immediate danger. I
also support protecting animal control officers who are doing

dangerous work in the field.
I would also support legislation
dealing with puppy mills and restoring local authority when

cities want to address inhumane pet-store practices. I
support ending unnecessary cosmetic animal testing and

unnecessary cat declawing.
I do not pretend to be an expert
on every animal protection issue, but I do know we have

had good bills die in committee that deserved a fair hearing.
If elected, I would work with Humane Voters of Arizona,

animal shelters, veterinarians, prosecutors, law
enforcement, and local governments to move practical

animal protection legislation forward.

Comments:

Q13

Would you support policy solutions to expand access to
companion animal spay and neuter services, including
assistance to establish animal shelters in communities
that lack them?

YES,

I support expanding access to spay and neuter services,

especially in communities where cost or distance keeps
people from getting care for their animals.
This is one of the

most practical and humane ways to reduce shelter
overcrowding, prevent suffering, and lower costs for

taxpayers and nonprofit shelters. I also support helping
communities establish or strengthen animal shelters where

they do not currently have enough capacity, especially in
rural areas where veterinary services may be limited.
I

would want to work with local governments, shelters,
veterinarians, and animal protection advocates on solutions

that are realistic, cost-effective, and focused on preventing
the problem before animals end up in crisis.

Comments:
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Q14

Would you support a bill to ban testing on animals for
cosmetics in Arizona?

Yes,

Yes. I would support a bill to ban animal testing for

cosmetics in Arizona.
Cosmetic animal testing is
unnecessary, and there are modern alternatives that do not

require animals to suffer. A bill like this should be written
carefully so it does not interfere with legitimate safety

testing, drugs, or products that are already on the market.
But for new cosmetics, I do not see a reason Arizona

should allow cruel and outdated testing practices when
better options already exist.
I would support moving this

kind of legislation forward and giving it a fair hearing.

Comments:

Q15

Would you support legislation to pause removals of Salt
River Wild Horses for three years while a genetic study is
performed to determine the appropriate herd size to ensure
the long-term viability of this historical state treasure?

YES,

Yes. I would support pausing removals while an independent

genetic study is completed.
The Salt River wild horses are
part of Arizona’s history and identity, and any major

reduction in the herd should be based on sound science, not
rushed decisions. From what I understand, the herd has

already been reduced significantly through humane fertility
control and natural attrition. Before cutting the herd by more

than half again, we should know what herd size is needed to
protect long-term genetic viability.
I support responsible,

humane management of the Salt River horses. A three-year
pause for independent research seems like a reasonable

step before making decisions that could permanently harm
this historic herd.

Comments:

Q16

Would you support legislation requiring Animal Control
Officers to complete a defined set of training courses
focusing on the animal cruelty code and basic law
enforcement tasks?

Yes,

I would support requiring Animal Control Officers with
enforcement authority to complete basic training on animal

cruelty laws and related law enforcement duties.
ACOs are
often dealing with serious cruelty, neglect, and hoarding

cases. They need to understand the law, search and seizure
rules, evidence collection, liability, and due process. That

protects animals, protects the public, and also protects the
integrity of the investigation.
If we expect ACOs to do this

work in the field, we should make sure they have the
training they need to do it properly.

Comments:
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Q17

Do you support Arizona’s public initiative process?

YES

Q18

If YES, what steps would you take to protect citizen initiatives?

Yes. I strongly support Arizona’s public initiative process.

This is one of the most important rights Arizona voters have. When the Legislature refuses to act, voters need a way to take issues 

directly to the ballot. That has mattered for voting rights, education, and animal protection.

I currently carry petitions to help rein in ESA vouchers and to protect Arizonans’ right to vote. I would oppose efforts to make the 
initiative process harder, more expensive, or more controlled by politicians. The people of Arizona should not have to ask the 

Legislature for permission to use a constitutional right.

Q19

Would you support legislation to increase penalties for the
already unlawful sale of animals in public areas and
roadways in Maricopa and Pima counties, and extend the
ban to Pinal County?

YES,

Yes. I would support legislation to increase penalties and

improve enforcement for unlawful roadside and public-area
animal sales in Maricopa and Pima counties, and to extend

those protections to Pinal County.
These sales can lead to
sick animals, consumer fraud, shelter overcrowding, and

public health concerns. Families should not be misled, and
shelters and taxpayers should not be left to deal with the

consequences of irresponsible breeding and sales.
At the
same time, I believe counties and local communities should

have the ability to address the animal welfare problems they
are seeing on the ground. State law should help solve the

problem, not block local governments from protecting their
own communities.

Comments:
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Q20

Do you support the recovery of endangered Mexican gray
wolves in Arizona to help maintain a healthy ecosystem?

YES,

Yes. I support the recovery of endangered Mexican gray

wolves in Arizona.
They are a native species and part of
Arizona’s natural heritage. Wildlife policy should be based

on science, conservation, and healthy ecosystems, not
political attacks or fear-based arguments.
I also believe the

state should work with ranchers and rural communities in
good faith when there are real conflicts. But that does not

mean abandoning wolf recovery or undermining endangered
species protections. Arizona can protect native wildlife and

still work responsibly with the people most affected by
wildlife management decisions.

Comments:

Q21

Do you oppose the current process that limits the voice of
a majority of Arizonans to participate in the Arizona Game
& Fish Commission appointment process?

YES,

Yes. I oppose a process that limits the voice of most
Arizonans in Arizona Game and Fish Commission

appointments.
Ranchers, hunters, conservationists,
scientists, outdoor recreation groups, animal protection

advocates, Tribal communities, and everyday Arizonans
should all have a voice when advising the Governor on

wildlife policy. No single interest group should have outsized
control over who is even eligible to serve.
The Commission

should reflect the full range of people who care about
Arizona’s wildlife and public lands, and its decisions should

be guided by science, stewardship, and the public interest.

Comments:

Q22

Would you support adding dogfighting and cockfighting to
the RICO statute to enable law enforcement to crack down
on animal fighting rings by defeating the financial incentive
to commit the crime?

Yes,

Yes. I would support adding dogfighting and cockfighting to

Arizona’s RICO statute when those crimes are committed
for financial gain.
Animal fighting is extreme cruelty, but it is

also often connected to gambling, drugs, weapons, and
other organized criminal activity. Law enforcement and

prosecutors should have the tools they need to go after the
people who are profiting from these operations, not just the

individuals who happen to be caught at one event.
Taking
away the financial incentive is one of the most effective

ways to shut these rings down.

Comments:
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Q23

Would you support repealing the law that preempts cities
from banning the sale of dogs from puppy mills?

YES,

Yes. I would support repealing the law that blocks cities

from banning the sale of dogs from puppy mills.
This is both
an animal cruelty issue and a local control issue. Cities

should be able to set rules that protect their residents,
consumers, shelters, and animals. When the state steps in

to stop communities from addressing a real problem, that is
not good policy.
If a city wants to take action against the

puppy mill pipeline and protect families from buying sick
animals from irresponsible breeders, the Legislature should

not stand in the way.

Comments:

Q24

Do you support legislation to prohibit non-therapeutic
declawing of cats?

YES,

Yes. I support legislation to prohibit non-therapeutic

declawing of cats.
I had my first cat declawed years ago
because I did not understand what the procedure really was.

I regret that decision to this day. I now understand that
declawing is not just trimming nails. It is an amputation, and

it can cause pain and long-term problems for the cat.
When
we know better, we should do better. I would support

reasonable legislation that stops unnecessary declawing
while still allowing it when it is medically needed for the

animal.

Comments:

Q25

Do you oppose removing farm animals and horses from
protection under Arizona’s animal cruelty law and placing
them under new, weaker laws in the agriculture code?

YES,

Yes. I oppose removing farm animals and horses from

Arizona’s animal cruelty law and moving them into weaker
protections.
Basic animal cruelty laws should apply to all

animals. Responsible farmers, ranchers, and horse owners
should not be threatened by clear standards against cruelty,

neglect, and abuse.
I understand that agriculture is
important in Arizona, but no industry should be carved out

of basic accountability. We can respect agriculture and still
make sure animals are protected from cruelty.

Comments:
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