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Q1

Candidate Name

Christine Dargon

Q2

Legislative District

1

Q3

Legislative Chamber

Senate

Q4

Party Affiliation

Democrat

Q5

Email Address

dargonforazsenate@yahoo.com
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Q6

Campaign Website

www.dargonforazsenate.com

Q7

Phone Number

(603) 321-7284

Q8

Have you ever been involved in any animal protection
issues?

YES,

Yes, both personally and through my campaign's legislative

work. Over the past 20 years, my family and I have rescued
more than a dozen dogs and even more cats, along with

chickens, birds, and lizards, including a stray kitten I most
recently took in. We've also supported local adoption events

and donated to organizations like the Humane Society. As a
candidate, animal welfare is part of my legislative platform

as well. I've drafted bills building on Jerry's Law to
strengthen animal welfare protections, as well as legislation

to protect the Salt River wild horses. I believe Arizona's
laws should reflect real accountability and compassion

when it comes to protecting animals, and I've backed that
up with a lifetime of action and concrete policy work, not

just words.

Comments:

Q9

Do you have, or have you had in the past, any companion
animals that have had an impact on you?

YES,

Yes, profoundly. Our first dog, Nchu, was a Shiba Inu who

had been brought from Japan to the U.S. for adoption. She
was my first dog, though not my husband's, and I didn't truly

understand the incredible bond you can have with a dog
until I was blessed with her. My Shih Tzu, Mandy Peanut,

was my shadow, by my side through so much of daily life.
Losing them both left lasting holes in my heart that I still

carry with me. That depth of connection is part of why
animal welfare isn't just a policy position for me, it's

personal, and it's part of who I am.
Most recently, I rescued
a stray gray tabby kitten. We found the owner a week later

and already I was attached. I miss her, Willow. I will not
stop my lifelong thread of caring for animals in need.

Comments:
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Q10

Do you financially or philosophically support any local or
national animal protection organizations?

YES,

Yes. We support the Humane Society, the ASPCA, Best

Friends Animal Society, and local Verde Valley/Yavapai
shelters and rescues, along with wildlife organizations.

We've also symbolically adopted elephants, sea turtles, and
other animals through conservation programs, and we

support our national parks. Philosophically, I believe
protecting animals, whether companion animals, wildlife, or

endangered species, is a reflection of the kind of
community and state we want to build, and that belief

shows up both in our personal giving and in the legislation,
I've championed as a candidate.

If so, which ones?:

Q11

If elected, would you be interested in sponsoring or
working on legislation to protect animals?

Yes,

Absolutely, yes. This is already an active part of my
legislative agenda. I've drafted bills building on Jerry's Law

to strengthen animal welfare protections, as well as
legislation to protect the Salt River wild horses. I've seen

firsthand how weak our current penalties are: a man dumped
a litter of puppies behind Bashas in Camp Verde and got

little more than a slap on the wrist. Our own dog, Sadie, was
dumped off Highway 260, and my friend Kara Frank and I

rescued her ourselves. Stories like that are far too common
in rural Arizona, and they're part of why I'm committed to

strengthening penalties and closing enforcement gaps for
animal abandonment and cruelty. If elected, I'll continue

sponsoring and supporting legislation that holds people
accountable and ensures Arizona's laws actually protect the

animals that can't protect themselves.

Comments:

Q12

Have you identified animal protection issues that should be
addressed with legislation?

Yes,

Yes. Beyond the work I've already done, drafting legislation

to protect the Salt River wild horses and strengthening
penalties for abandonment and cruelty building on Jerry's

Law, I believe Arizona needs clearer, enforceable standards
requiring basic necessities like food, water, and shelter for

horses and farm animals. Our extreme summer heat makes
this a life-or-death issue; neglect can kill an animal in hours,

not days. Any legislation would need to be realistic and
workable, so I'd want to develop these standards directly

with ranchers, farmers, and horse owners to protect animals
without creating unworkable burdens for people caring for

them responsibly.

Comments:
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Q13

Would you support policy solutions to expand access to
companion animal spay and neuter services, including
assistance to establish animal shelters in communities
that lack them?

YES,

Yes, absolutely. Access to affordable spay/neuter services

and shelter infrastructure is directly connected to the
problems I've already talked about, abandoned and

neglected animals, overcrowded rescues, and communities
left without adequate resources. Many rural parts of LD1

lack accessible shelters or low-cost spay/neuter clinics,
which puts more pressure on informal rescue efforts and

leaves more animals unprotected. I'd support policy
solutions that expand access to these services and provide

meaningful assistance to communities working to establish
shelters where none currently exist, so that animal welfare

isn't dependent on geography or the willingness of individual
volunteers to fill the gap.

Comments:

Q14

Would you support a bill to ban testing on animals for
cosmetics in Arizona?

Yes,

Yes, without hesitation. Cosmetic testing on animals is
unnecessary and outdated, especially given the availability

of effective alternative testing methods. Arizona should join
the growing number of states that have banned this

practice, and I would proudly support legislation to make
that happen.

Comments:

Q15

Would you support legislation to pause removals of Salt
River Wild Horses for three years while a genetic study is
performed to determine the appropriate herd size to ensure
the long-term viability of this historical state treasure?

YES,

Yes. The Salt River wild horses are a historical treasure to
Arizona, and any decisions about herd management should

be grounded in sound science, not guesswork or political
pressure. A three-year pause on removals paired with a

genetic study is a responsible approach that protects the
herd while giving us the data we need to determine a

sustainable, appropriate herd size for their long-term
viability. This aligns directly with the legislation I've already

drafted to protect the Salt River wild horses, and I would
support this measure as a necessary step toward getting

their management right.

Comments:

Page 4: SPAY NEUTER TO REDUCE ANIMAL OVERPOPULATION
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Q16

Would you support legislation requiring Animal Control
Officers to complete a defined set of training courses
focusing on the animal cruelty code and basic law
enforcement tasks?

Yes,

Yes. Consistent, well-trained enforcement is essential if we

want our animal cruelty laws to actually mean something.
Too often, weak enforcement, not just weak penalties, is

what allows abuse and neglect to go unaddressed, as I've
seen firsthand in cases like the puppies dumped behind

Bashas in Camp Verde. I would support legislation requiring
Animal Control Officers to complete standardized training on

the animal cruelty code and core law enforcement
procedures, so that cases are investigated properly and

consistently across the state, regardless of which county or
municipality is handling them.

Comments:

Q17

Do you support Arizona’s public initiative process?

YES

Q18

If YES, what steps would you take to protect citizen initiatives?

I would oppose legislation that seeks to weaken or undermine Arizona's citizen initiative process, including efforts to raise signature 
thresholds, restrict paid circulators, shorten qualification timelines, or otherwise make it harder for grassroots campaigns to get 

measures on the ballot. I would also defend the Voter Protection Act and push back against any attempt by the Legislature to gut or 
circumvent laws that voters have already approved at the ballot box. Direct democracy has been one of the few effective tools 

Arizonans have used to pass humane and popular reforms when the Legislature would not act, and I believe protecting that tool is 
essential to protecting the will of the voters themselves.

Q19

Would you support legislation to increase penalties for the
already unlawful sale of animals in public areas and
roadways in Maricopa and Pima counties, and extend the
ban to Pinal County?

YES,

Yes. Roadside and public-area animal sales create real
welfare concerns. Animals are often kept in poor conditions,

exposed to extreme heat and traffic hazards, with little
oversight or accountability. If the current penalties in

Maricopa and Pima counties aren't enough to deter this
practice, they should be strengthened, and there's no good

reason Pinal County should be left out of protections that
are already working elsewhere in the state. I would support

legislation to increase those penalties and extend the ban to
Pinal County.

Comments:
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Q20

Do you support the recovery of endangered Mexican gray
wolves in Arizona to help maintain a healthy ecosystem?

YES,

Yes. Mexican gray wolves play a critical role in maintaining

a healthy, balanced ecosystem, helping to regulate prey
populations and support broader biodiversity across

Arizona's wild lands. I support continued recovery efforts
grounded in sound science, developed in partnership with

wildlife biologists, ranchers, and rural communities to
ensure recovery is done responsibly and sustainably for

both the wolves and the people who live and work alongside
them.

Comments:

Q21

Do you oppose the current process that limits the voice of
a majority of Arizonans to participate in the Arizona Game
& Fish Commission appointment process?

YES,

Yes. Decisions about wildlife management affect all
Arizonans, and a process that limits meaningful public

participation in who sits on the Game & Fish Commission
undermines accountability and public trust. I support

reforms that give Arizonans a stronger, more direct voice in
these appointments, consistent with my broader

commitment to protecting citizen participation in our state's
decision-making processes.

Comments:

Q22

Would you support adding dogfighting and cockfighting to
the RICO statute to enable law enforcement to crack down
on animal fighting rings by defeating the financial incentive
to commit the crime?

Yes,

Yes. Animal fighting rings are driven by profit, and if we
want to actually dismantle them, not just prosecute

individual participants, law enforcement needs the tools to
go after the financial networks that sustain them. Adding

dogfighting and cockfighting to the RICO statute would give
prosecutors a real mechanism to target the organized,

profit-driven structure behind these operations, not just treat
each case in isolation. I would support this legislation.

Comments:
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Q23

Would you support repealing the law that preempts cities
from banning the sale of dogs from puppy mills?

YES,

Yes. Cities and local communities should have the authority

to decide how to protect their residents and animals from
the harms of puppy mills, rather than being blocked by state

preemption from acting on an issue their own constituents
care about. I would support repealing this preemption so

local governments can enact protections that fit their
communities' needs.

Comments:

Q24

Do you support legislation to prohibit non-therapeutic
declawing of cats?

YES,

Yes. Declawing is a painful, medically unnecessary
procedure when done for convenience rather than a genuine

therapeutic reason, it involves amputating part of a cat's
toes, not just removing a nail. I support legislation

prohibiting non-therapeutic declawing, allowing exceptions
only where a licensed veterinarian determines it's medically

necessary for the animal's health.

Comments:

Q25

Do you oppose removing farm animals and horses from
protection under Arizona’s animal cruelty law and placing
them under new, weaker laws in the agriculture code?

YES,

Yes, I oppose that. Weakening protections for farm animals

and horses by moving them out of the animal cruelty law
and into separate, lesser standards under the agriculture

code would create a two-tiered system where some animals
are protected less simply because of their use or

classification. As I've said, basic necessities like food,
water, and shelter, especially given Arizona's extreme heat,

should be enforceable protections for all animals, including
horses and farm animals, not weakened or carved out. I

would oppose any effort to remove that baseline protection.

Comments:
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